
 
 

CODE OF GOOD CONDUCT IN SCIENTIFIC PUBLISHING 
 
INGENIERÍA Journal advocates and defends the universal principles of good conduct in scientific 
publication, in particular, those referring to respect for the community, respect for the selfless and 
voluntary work of peer reviewers and editors, as well as respect to intellectual property. Regarding 
the latter, INGENIERÍA Journal does not tolerate behaviours related to plagiarism of previously 
published material and strives to honor to the maximum extent the copyrights and patents and 
reproduction rights. Likewise, the Journal seeks to observe the moral rights of third parties, in 
addition it will establish the necessary processes to avoid and to resolve the possible conflicts of 
interest that can exist in the publications.  
 
INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOUR NOT TOLERATED BY THE JOURNAL 
 
1. Wrongly addressed submission intended to other journal different to INGENIERIA Journal. 
2. Plagiarism or self-plagiarism. 
3. Simultaneous submission of a manuscript to several journals. 
4. Excessive use of self-citation, both from own publications and from previous publications of 

INGENIERÍA Journal. 
5. Unjustified withdraw of a submitted manuscript due to unfavourable reviews. 
6. Unjustified abandonment of submission at any stage of the process: verification of submission 

conditions, peer-review process or layout and final proof adjustments. 
 
PENALTIES FOR INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOUR 
 
1. Official communication sent to the authors indicating the misconduct, requesting a letter of 
apology addressed to the Editorial Committee, Scientific and/or peer reviewers. 
 
2. Notification sent to the Colombian Network of Engineering Journals (Red Colombiana de 
Revistas de Ingeniería) reporting the case of misconduct with evidences. 
 
3. Official communication sent to author’s affiliated or financing institutions informing about the 
misconduct. 
 
4. Retraction of the paper in case it has been published, notifying this decision publicly in the 
editorial pages of the Journal and in an official letter addressed to the entities of institutional 
affiliation of the authors. 
 
5. Application of a publication veto to the authors in the Journal during a period determined by 
the Editorial Board according to the seriousness of the misconduct. 
 
6. Notification of the case and the result of the investigation to the competent authorities, in case 
the good will of the Universidad Distrital FJC or the INGENIERIA Journal is compromised. 
 
 



 
 
 
Consideration of the severity of inappropriate behavior 
 
 

• Minor misconduct can be dealt with between the editor and the authors without 
further consultation. The authors have the opportunity to respond to the 
evidence found. 

• Serious misconduct should be consulted first with the Editorial Board, which will 
define the sanctions and procedure to be followed. 

• In case of unethical conduct, the first decision should be made by the editor, 
who should seek advice first from the Editorial Board; if the problem or situation 
is graver, the editor should seek advice from the Publication Committee of the 
School of Engineering. 

 

Additional information 
 

IEEE defines plagiarism as the “reuse of someone else’s prior processes, results, or 
words without explicitly acknowledging the original author and source” [1]. Plagiarism is 
also identified as the violation of copyright and intellectual property, which is 
punishable by law [2]. 

 
Self-plagiarism: self-plagiarism occurs when authors reuse their own material that has 
already been published elsewhere without citing the original work [3]. 

 
These are some examples: 

 
• Reuse of elements of another author’s work, such as equations, figures, or text 

that are not cited from the original source; 
 

• Improper quotation when directly quoting fragments of texts of another author, 
i.e. failure to apply quotation marks correctly; 

 
• Text recycling, i.e., the reuse of content that has been previously published; 

 
• Redundant or duplicate publication: authors should avoid submitting the 

same article to different journals; 
 

• Authors should avoid reporting the results of a study and/or project in 
different publications as one would be sufficient. 

 



 
 
PROCEDURE IN CASE OF SUSPICION OF PLAGIARISM AND DUPLICATE PUBLICATION 
 
INGENIERIA Journal will follow the guidelines established by the Publications Ethics Committee 
(COPE) to handle unethical issues or behaviours: 
 
Suspicion of plagiarism in a submitted manuscript 
http://publicationethics.org/files/u7140/plagiarism%20A.pdf 
 
Suspicion of plagiarism in a published paper 
http://publicationethics.org/files/u7140/plagiarism%20B_0.pdf 
 
Suspicion of duplicate publication in a submitted manuscript 
http://publicationethics.org/files/u7140/redundant%20publication%20A.pdf 
 
Suspicion of a duplicate publication in a published paper 
http://publicationethics.org/files/u7140/redundant%20publication%20B_0.pdf 
 
For more information on non-ethical conduct and/or penalties please see: 
http://revistas.udistrital.edu.co/ojs/index.php/reving/article/view/7784/11818 
 
 
DECLARATION OF GOOD PRACTICE ON SELF-CITATIONS 
 
INGENIERÍA JOURNAL ENCOURAGES AUTHORS TO AVOID THE EXCESSIVE USE OF SELF-CITATIONS 
BOTH FROM OWN PUBLICATIONS AND FROM PREVIOUS PUBLICATIONS OF INGENIERÍA JOURNAL. 
IN NO CASE WILL INGENIERÍA JOURNAL ACCEPT CITATIONS AND SELF-CITATIONS THAT LEAD TO 
AN UNJUSTIFIED INCREASE OF THE H-INDEX OF BOTH THE AUTHORS AND THE JOURNAL. IN CASE 
POSSIBLE CONFLICTS ARE FOUND IN THIS REGARD, THE JOURNAL WILL CONTACT THE AUTHORS 
TO EXPLAIN THE PROBLEM AND SEEK WAYS TO SOLVE IT. 
 
HOWEVER, SELF-CITATIONS ARE ALLOWED IN THE FOLLOWING CASES:  
 
• THE QUOTATION IS A REFLECTION ON THE CONTINUITY OF A WORK AND SHOWS A 
COHERENT LINE OF RESEARCH.  
• THE PUBLICATION CITED IS A BENCHMARK AND A STARTING POINT FOR THE RESEARCH 
BEING CARRIED OUT.  
 
DECLARATION OF ETHICS AND GOOD PRACTICE 
 
INGENIERÍA Journal is committed to meeting high standards that ensure good scientific practice 
and ethical behavior by its directors and editorial team. The COPE Code of Conduct for Journal 
Editors and its relationship with the community of INGENIERÍA Journal is therefore accepted as a 
guide. 
 

http://publicationethics.org/files/u7140/plagiarism%20A.pdf
http://publicationethics.org/files/u7140/plagiarism%20B_0.pdf
http://publicationethics.org/files/u7140/redundant%20publication%20A.pdf
http://publicationethics.org/files/u7140/redundant%20publication%20B_0.pdf
http://revistas.udistrital.edu.co/ojs/index.php/reving/article/view/7784/11818


 
• General obligations and responsibilities of the editorial team 
 
The editorial team is responsible for all the content published in INGENIERÍA Journal. Its objectives 
are: 
 
1. To meet the needs of readers and authors; 
2. To continuously improve the journal; 
3. To implement processes for ensuring the quality of the content that is accepted for 
publication; 
4. To defend freedom of expression; 
5. To preserve the integrity of the academic report; 
6. To prevent commercial interests from interfering the suitability of the results; 
7. To always be willing to post errata, clarifications, retractions, or apologies, as appropriate. 
• Regarding the relationship with the readers: 
 
Readers should be informed of the funder of the research and its role in the content of the 
publication. 
 
• Regarding the relationship with the authors: 
 
1. The editor’s decisions to accept or reject an article for publication are based on the 
relevance, originality, and clarity of the article, as well as on the validity of the study and its 
relation to the mission of the journal. 
 
2. The editor will not retract the decision to accept a contribution unless serious problems 
are identified. 
 
3. INGENIERÍA Journal guarantees the publication of the peer review and evaluation 
processes, as well as the procedures and requirements for submission. 
 
4. The directors will publish guidelines for authors on what is expected of them. 
 
5. Submission procedures and requirements will be regularly updated and reviewed and 
authors will be informed of any changes. 
 
6. Finally, INGENIERÍA Journal undertakes to attend to the authors’ claims and requests. 
 
Claims: 
 
INGENIERÍA Journal will respond promptly to complaints; if the decisions are not satisfactory, the 
journal will ensure that complaints are resolved by higher authorities if necessary. 
 
Regarding the relationship with the reviewers: 
 



 
Reviewers will be informed of all procedures and guidelines of the review process. Double-blind 
peer review guarantees the anonymity of the reviewers, keeping their identity protected at all 
times. 
 
References 

 

[1]. Imperial College London, 24 de septiembre de 2014: 
http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/library/researchers/plagiarismdetectin 

 

[2] Association for computing machinery, 24 de septiembre de 2014: 
http://www.acm.org/publications/policies/plagiarism_policy 

 

[3] Spinak E., Ética Editorial y el problema del auto – plagio, 24 de septiembre de 
2014: http://blog.scielo.org/es/2013/11/11/etica-editorial-y-el-problema- 
delautopla-gio/#.VCMsZJR5NUU 

 
 [4] Committe on publications ethics, 24 de Septiembre de 2014,  http://publication-
ethics.org/about 
 

http://www3.imperial.ac.uk/library/researchers/plagiarismdetectin
http://www.acm.org/publications/policies/plagiarism_policy
http://www.acm.org/publications/policies/plagiarism_policy
http://blog.scielo.org/es/2013/11/11/etica-editorial-y-el-problema-delautopla-gio/#.VCMsZJR5NUU
http://blog.scielo.org/es/2013/11/11/etica-editorial-y-el-problema-delautopla-gio/#.VCMsZJR5NUU
http://blog.scielo.org/es/2013/11/11/etica-editorial-y-el-problema-delautopla-gio/#.VCMsZJR5NUU
http://publication-ethics.org/about
http://publication-ethics.org/about

